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inchisles a wide muigee of nespod-

sihilities such as providing care o
victims of crime, eollecting evidence,
and providing healthcare services
within the prison systen. A unkque
specialty ares within [osensic nursing
is the Sexunl Assault Nurse Examiner
(5ANME)L A BANE i 0 regislensd nurse
whio is trained o conduct forenskic
expminations s prvide compreben-
sive, confidential, and exanperent care
i sexinl-assault patkentsan a hospital
or medical senming,

Forensic nuraes are the ink betwoen
thie ealthizire profession and the
crmnal justice system. A lorensse
expminalion involves o comprelensive,
whole-body phivsical exam ihai idenii-
fics and documents all siens of frwm.
If the exom takes place within appros-
imalely 72 hours after the meident, the

j FORENSIC NURSE™S JOR

Click to zoom i

SigiPhotography
and’SART practitioners

o

Written by Sanford L. Weiss

ise of o Sexwal Assaull Evidence
Collection Kl nuy b owclucded.

Evidence of sexunl abuse must be
properly and sceumiely documenied
wned pathered 1o md inthe prevention of
conbmsed abuse by the perpetraiors.
Making phoaographs of the paticnt’s
peatiemy shold be routine in sexanl-
tssanlt cases. The photographs can
supplensent the medical forensic hstony
wnel pheysical fenings, With the paticns’s
permession (which mast, by G, be
oblanmed prior W i exm or phoiog-
raphy ), s0ane pgencies capiune images
of detected injuries s well us the nor-
mial, apparently uninjured pans of the
boudye Uihier apences linmd phatsgmphs
o detectad injuries. Examiners are
caoouneged o dooment pnd collect ali
cvidence wnd leave the determinsion
of the potential value of the evidence
Lo ivestigatoes,

Physicnl mwd sexunl afsie ofien
leaves brnlses, shrasions, lacerations,
and contusions represcatstive of the
erimes. Victmes secking reliel and pro-
tection from low enforcement and
healthcare fecilities nmomatically sub-
Ject themselves b guestioning and
writlen documentation of their injuries,
However, victims are unmder iy legal
obligmaon o subaun W evidentiary
phatceraphy witlsnd wrlien penmnission
from themselves o their guardians.
Comsent st he obiained for collection
und sterage of sexual-oflfense evidence.
incluchng fonensic photography,

Once writen permission is oblained,
photography of a sexunl-ussault victim
shiould be undertplen in the presence
of w patiend sdvocaie by a trained
crime-scene lechnician, Sexual-Abuse
Response Team (SART) member, o

image T—When phofogragiing 2 wietins  Image 2-You shookd fways drape seaslive
Mjuries, make sore fp inclde an owera  pants of ihe welim's body befare photography
fmage of the patient’s hands, showing ait of ¥ recording dedails of those marts arg rof nag-

Hha dnjuries amdor Siopg,

gssary for documentanen,

fmage 3—Try fo wse & fonger-mas-nommal
facal lamgth macro igns i ong & availabbe.
Tiits vt aliowe youl 1o stay oot of the pananr’s
personal spaca
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certilied SANE. ora I'!ll.}'hi:,!::u'l trmned
i collect evidence of o sexual-assault.
A written description and body dia-
grame ol injunes found durtng the
physical examination shouhd scoompany
the phitozruphs. Exiemal genital
injuries should be documented using
the same technigues as praciiced in the
proper phofegraphie documentition of
nen-genilal impuries, Vaginal, cervical,
and wennl fojufnes may recguire use of a
colfposcope of ather similar apparates
wilh photographic capubility.

Assault and Abuse
Most states will have thedr own proto-
ol for the collection and hsmdling of
cvidenee in sexwnl-nssaalt cases, bt the
protocols for California and Mew York
are considered fardy standard,

Caichelines for handling sexual-assaul
victimes can be found i California’s
wrillen protocol, The Colifornia
Medicol Protocol for Examination of
Seaieed Aswerinlt aned Child Seveiedd Afmive
Victims (2000 ), This document i
avaikabsle From the Gavermor's OiTice
of Emergency services on the Intemiel
See the link ot the end of this aricle.
This protocol comains the recommend-
ed methods for mecting the minimum
legal standards established by Penal
Code Section 13823.11 for performing
cvidential cxaminations. The forms
psed for these examinations are also
availoble from the website.

I Mew York Suue, permission
from a parent or guardian 15 required
Before you can tke photographs of
suspecled child-abose vichimes, The
photographs bocome and remain part of
the wictim’s mwehcnl chirt, The imoges
in all forms (hard-copy or electronic)
are subject fo the same puidelines

Using correct methods
to photograph
sexual-assault victims
can help supplement
the medical history
and physical findings.

governing the storgee wd relense of
ather medical records, Facilities which
e irvolvech in child-whuse evalumtions
st hive a published protocod for the
relense of reconds, Reguests by sub-
poenn or ather legnl menns; nnd signi-
feres of receipt, are hasic elements of
regumnements for nedensing photogruphs
I an investigative agency. |1 the pho-
ographer 15 oot available for sestimony
regarding the accumcy of the photo-
graphs, chain-of-custody forms may be
necessary, a5 they are with any olber
type of physical evidence.

In somie sexiil-abuse cases, geninil,
anal, und oral areas may shinw evidence
of assaull. In these cascs, any injurics
i other evidence should be well doc-
urnented, Investigatars may be able to
determing the occumrence of different
type= of sexaal activity from the doc-
mentation of the effects, It may be
necessany o document subtle lindings
using the magnification of a colpo-
spope with o cotmera wnd e addinon
off specific dves or colornils may be
necded 1o examine and photograph
magnified views of a patient's cervix,
sagina, vielva, and aoms,

Thi pans of the paticnt"s body thid
st be dorumented may cause them
personal embarmussment, You shoold
alllonw peaticns 1o keep their private anens

covered until those areas are ready o
be immediately phidopmphed. Explain
o the patient what 15 heing done and
why, [ phetographs of the Tuee of the
patient are demanded by prowcol,
explain that the only people who will
sedt the imapes and comelate the inma
tor the face are the people who need o
sew the images for o specilic cose. It s
possible o minimize the disress tha)
is coused by the phodography

Light Sources
Draylight photography and images cap-
puresd wsing the light from an elecironic
flash unit (EFL) will anly document
imjnes tant are visible wthe naked eve.
Whisn wsing nmbsient dlomination, e
aware of the source and match the
white-balunce sctting of the camer to
thwe smarees [T mmaliiple sources ane wsed,
mzich the comera’s setlings to the
stromgest source, Always include a
stomddard color reference in o at least one
of the immges mide using a specilic
light source. When an EFLI is used, be
careful mod 1o wash oul the image by
glare from a direct flash, Diffuse the
bisili-in Mash or use an obligue Mash
when possible,

Beflective uliraviobet (L) photog-
raphy may allow the inspection and
phitcdecumentation of brnsing or bae
marks that are invisible umsder white-
Light tluminstion. Long-wave UV Light
penctrates the skin mone deeply than
visible light. The use of a special filter
(such as a Kodak Wranen 18A) tha
alkrws coly LY light 1o pass 15 pliced on
the camera fens, It may even Facilitate
decumentation of wamea (vt has been
abwarbed into e skin over a period of
time, (Nole: Many digite] SLE comerss
are equipped with ain internal UV/TR
thad may inhibit UY phitogrphy. )

hnage 4—To avold By amages, do ool
expose dmapes fram a distance that fs closer
Ihan e gistance Mad i atowed by the carm-
ar being used,

Image 5—Ha swre 1o lake photograghs of e [nmege §—Paitants must alvways ghve specific
spacific Infuries aver 3 penpd of fhme fn order  consend for pholography. Excapiions imolude
Ty dpcvmant clanges i1 ourlverd SINESFANCE . INCORSCIORS MBS N Sueh 3 SiTdation,
during the heating process, “irmgiied consenl” apphias,
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Light-emitting-diode | LELD) tech-
nideey 15 comperzhle in pedommance
o other forensic light soarces within
\|'r|,,:r_'|l_t|; enloi P pes: I nckeligon, LED
fechnology is less expensive and morg
easaly pontable. Flashlights with LED
bulhs wre produced in oovaricty of wive-
tengihs Tor specific applications, A
single, high-intensity, one-wart LED 15
usually prwensd by two or thiese A4
or AAA alkaline batleres.

Forensic light sources in the blue
range (approsimately 455 nmb ane
useful in sexin! pssaull investigation,
imchigding the discovery and doonmen-
tation of prodein sains (such s semen,
saliva, pnd urine). Forensic light
sourees in the purple range (approxi-
mistely 305 nm) are vseful for the
enhancement of skin injuries (such as

Image F—Sometimes, an seciromc fasth il
[EFL can cavss raflections fram the wiclins
Shi, erealing overexposad areas Hhal render

fhe pholographs usaiess (sae (mage 8).

Bariises, dbrsionis, oF coniusiis)

White, hlue, and purple LED lights
arg the most useful colors in abuse
arvestigation, aocompanied by oFge or
yelloy barmer goggles, Barrier gopekes
e used Tor inspection mxd barrier ([ilers
are e for phodogmphy o block visible
light in wavelengths that may imerlere
with the Muorescence of evidencs:

A compeehensive checklist of tips
for photographing assault victims can be
found on the fllowing page, (150

For more informaticn
To gl @ copy o Celifenrnier s lr:mh'rr'm'
firr Bandling vierms of seual assaull,
The Califormin Medical Progocol for
Examimation of Sexoal Assimll and
Child Sexual Abuse Wictims (1), go
b WWWBLE CILEGY i fhen pngoate

Image B—if the elaciromc Mesh umit (EFLY fs
CHAUSTY SXOEsE Srobimms, meve fhae fash
g0 il if Fas & more obiigue—or indfract—
griantaiion fo e wolios skin

s Lawe  Enforeement  cupd  Vieriem
Serwices = Applications el Progyasols
= Forma = Medice Forms,

About the Author
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prrevionsly paddiched in Evidence Tech-
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Fovensic photography for SART awud

SANE perzonne! for the Universie of
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becontacted by e-ivail af:
swelss & packerengs.com

Imape B—inclinde sre MolErmces widrever
ey might be aporopnate. Be sure fo posiien
e raferance lam it 3 mov-raffeclive angle
will i fash

{Nata: in dmape 9 ahove. ife person holding the seate was 8 frieng of the wolim, When asked te hold the scals, the friand deelingd to wear
protective gioves. IS afways adisalie o wear profechve gioves whed workidg wath 3 welim i d siuabion e s )
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I's a fragmant of an exploded [ED from a crime sceme.

We are tha Number 1 source for training posters, resistic
Eraeneng asds, DV, raining courses, and msch mora.
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collect, process, and preserve
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